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1 Introduction – the context of the mission 

For many years, the Municipality of Saint-Josse-ten-Noode has been setting up decentralised in-
ternational cooperation projects with North Africa and more specifically with Morocco, in the Orien-
tal Region.   

To this end, an agreement was concluded with the urban municipality of Ain’Bni Matar and the rural 
municipality of Bni Matar in the Jerada province in 2011. 

The College of Mayor and Aldermen also wished to establish the twinning with the towns of Tangiers 
(Morocco) and Eskisehir (Turkey) in 2014.   

In May 2015, the municipality of Saint-Josse-ten-Noode signed a cooperation protocol with the 
Council of the Jerada province.  For the political authorities involved, this agreement was a natural 
extension to the work we had undertaken with the municipalities of Ain’Bni Matar and Bni Matar.    

On the 26 May 2015, the Municipal Council of Saint-Josse-ten-Noode took the decision to join the 
network of Belgian local authorities for Palestine, for which Alderman Eric Jassin is now Vice Presi-
dent. 

Around the same time, in January 2013, the municipality of Saint-Josse-ten-Noode implemented an 
Advisory Committee for North-South Solidarity with the aim of undertaking initiatives to raise 
awareness of North-South solidarity throughout the municipal territory.   This is reflected in concrete 
terms by initiatives which bring together civil society and the dense community network of the mu-
nicipality. 

In the context of decentralised international cooperation, Saint-Josse-ten-Noode undertook a fact-
finding mission last year in South-East Asia and more specifically the Philippines1, a decision which 
was made in consultation with the Advisory Committee for North-South Solidarity.  Following this 
mission, the municipality of Binalonan was selected as a partner. 

The actions taken by the Advisory Committee for North-South Solidarity have a close link with de-
centralised international cooperation initiatives similar to the Gospel initiatives in the Philippines and 
India, or the ‘fair brunch’ initiative for Morocco or solidarity meals benefiting different associations in 
the South including Cameroon, Morocco, the Philippines, etc. 

Alderman Jassin therefore wanted to associate the Advisory Committee for North-South Solidarity 
with the mission to the Philippines in 2016 so that its members could not only observe the results of 
their initiatives in Belgium but also ascertain if the funds invested had been used for the best pur-
poses and whether the spirit of assistance and partnership had been respected. 

The results and observations of the mission to the Philippines are detailed in the present report. 

The mission in 2016 revealed that the Annual Operational Plan (AOP) initiated by Binalonan, in part-
nership with the municipality of Saint-Josse-ten-Noode, is making significant progress. 

Furthermore, it should be recalled that the context of the decentralised international cooperation 
work of the municipality of Saint-Josse-ten-Noode is social action, an area in which the municipality 
excels.  It is effectively its trademark, its core business.  Therefore, if the ‘Philippines’ AOP has an 
important economic dimension. It is above all to enable the accomplishment of the social purpose of 
our initiative by sharing our social experience and expertise with the municipality of Binalonan. 

This aspect of the partnership is achieved in particular through visits to our partner in Belgium.   
Representatives of the authorities and administration of Binalonan visited Belgium from the 21 to 24 
June 2015.  They were able, among other things, to visit the nursing home of the Public Centre for 
Social Action, the Public Works department of the Local Mission of Saint-Josse, the Mandela sports 
hall, the municipal library, the container park, the non-profit Family Home association, the Saint- 

                                                 
1See report of the fact-finding mission to the Philippines 2015 
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François swimming pool, the Théâtre Le Public, the Jazz-Station, the Théâtre de la Vie, etc. 

This is only the beginning of the partnership.  The programme is actually planned to last 5 years 
during which time each of the partners will undertake one mission per year to each municipality. 

The mission is therefore one step closer to building our common future. 
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2 Aims of the mission to the Philippines 

For its mandate of 2012-2018, the municipality of Saint-Josse-ten-Noode committed itself to 
strengthening its international solidarity policy, among other things. 

Our initiative and mission to the Philippines fall squarely within this context. 

2.1 Financing the mission 

As in 2015, the municipality of Saint-Josse-ten-Noode would not 
have been able to envisage a mission to the Philippines without ex-
ternal financial assistance. 

It was the decentralised Municipal Development Cooperation2 
(2014-2019), developed by the Flemish International Department3 

and the encouragement of the Flemish Government which enabled us to carry out the mission in 
2016. 

Its purpose is to  “strengthen municipal institutions in the South to combat poverty, one of the ele-
ments of which is insufficient access of the population to public goods and services, especially lo-
cally.  The programme of the Flanders International Cooperation Agency (FICA)4 enhances the ca-
pacity of municipalities in the South to take charge of their own local development through a policy 
of good governance, efficient administration, and citizen participation in the decision-making pro-
cess.”  This global objective is achieved thanks to ‘municipality to municipality’ partnerships. 

2.2 Aims of the mission 

The aims of this mission are the follow-up and evaluation of the work already carried out, the 
strengthening of relationships already established, the possibility to explore the social fabric of Bi-
nalonan as well as the development of new avenues for partnership. 

Within the decentralised municipal cooperation programme, accompanying the partners and making 
visits on the ground are an integral part of the partnership. 

We have got to know our partners and were able to verify the progress of the cooperation protocol 
as well as use of the funds which were provided by the municipality of Saint-Josse-ten-Noode in the 
context of the action plan (see the various developments in the report).   

Acting within the spirit of decentralised international cooperation, the first action plan5 was jointly fi-
nanced by Saint-Josse-ten-Noode and Binalonan, with Saint-Josse investing €20,000 (or 1,000,000 
pesos) and Binalonan investing €4,000 (or 200,000 pesos).      

 

                                                 
2Subsidie Gemeentelijke Ontwikkelingssamenwerking. 
3Vlaamse overheid – Departement Internationaal Vlaanderen – Afdeling Mondiale Uitdagingen. 
4Vlaams Agentschap voor Internationale Samenwerking. 
5Programme: Binalonan Food production and Packaging Facility - Project: acquisition of a mobile store (motorised food 

stalls). 
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3 Belgian Delegation 2016 

 

The Belgian delegation was composed of : 

  
 
Eric Jassin  
Deputy Mayor of International Relations and Cooperation 

  
 
Rukiye Kavak  
Personal Assistant to Deputy Mayor Mr. Eric Jassin 

 

 
 
Kaltouma Issaka 
Administrative Secretary for the Department for Local and International Solidarity 

 

 
 
Nathalie Ista  
Administrative Secretary for the Office of the Municipal Receiver 

 

 

The delegation was accompanied by members of the Advisory Committee for North-South Solidar-
ity :   
 

 

 
 

Adèle Essoh 
Its president 

 

 

 
 
 

Zohra Othmani 

 

 
 
 

Dalila Ben Mohamed 

 

 

 
 
 

Ebru Uckuyulu 

 

 
 
 

Laïla El Bied  

 

 

 
 
 

Ibrahim Uckuyulu 

 

 
On the ground, we were accompanied by Mrs Delphina Gacula, Professor at the WCC Aeronauti-
cal & Technological College, Mrs Élisabeth Aquino, Municipal Planning and Development Coordi-
nator, Mr. Norman V. Ramos, Municipal Local Government Operations Officer and Mrs Necie 
Lucero. Secretary General of the Confederation of Democratic Workers of the Philippines (CDWP). 

 



SJTN– Philippines Mission Report – February 2016 

 7/45  

 

4 
 

4 Details of the visits 

 

4.1 Manila 

Description 

Date Friday 12/02/16 

Activities Arrival at Manila in the early afternoon 

Other relevant features A town of 10 million inhabitants 

 

Review of the visit 

The delegation arrived at Manila in the early afternoon.  After checking-in at the Hotel Jen in the Pa-
say district, the delegation visited the area around the hotel and went to the Mall of Asia, which is 
the biggest shopping centre in South-East Asia. 

4.2 Intramural Manila & Binalonan 

Description 

Date Saturday 13/02/16 

Activities Morning: Manila – ‘intramural’ visit 
Afternoon: departure, journey and arrival at 
Binalonan 

Other relevant features Distance between Manila and Binalonan: 200 km 
(approximately) and a 5-hour journey due to the 
intense traffic in the capital, Manila. 

Review of the visit 

We visited the ‘Intramural’ quarter which is the oldest part of Manila: it is relatively well protected 
from the rapid urbanisation and has conserved its historic character from the 
time of Spanish colonisation.   This quarter was built by the Spanish in the 16th 
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century.  It is situated along the southern bank of the river ‘Pasig’.  

We spent a long time in particular at Fort Santiago, at its park, and at the ‘Rizal’ museum, named 
after José Rizal, a martyr to the independence cause.   Outside the fort we discovered the ‘Catedral 
de Manila ’ as well as the ‘Iglesia de San Agustin’, which we explored.  We went past the Gover-
nor’s Palace.   

A little further, on the Plaza San Luis, we visited the ‘Casa Manila’.  This was a Spanish trader’s 
house at the end of the 19th century and is characterised by beautiful woodwork and an interior 
courtyard garden.  

 
In the afternoon, we went by minibus to Binalonan, where we checked in at the end of the evening.   

We stayed at a very interesting place, since it was the ‘WCC aeronautical & technological col-
lege’6.   

This is a private aviation school founded in 2005 by the Mayor of Binalonan, Ramon V. Guico III.   It 
totalled 140 students in 2013-2014 and currently has 650. 

It trains pilots, air hostesses and stewards but also technical and maintenance personnel special-
ised in the upkeep of aircraft.    

The training revolves around putting the students in ‘real’ situations.   This is why the campus is not 
equipped with student rooms as such, but an area which functions like a hotel so that the students 
stay in conditions similar to what they will encounter in their future careers.   This is where our 
rooms were made available.  On campus7, there is also a flight simulator, an aerodrome, and small 
tourist aircraft which are used by the apprentice pilots (cessnas), etc. 

The aerodrome adjacent to the campus is completely operational and functions as a small airport.    

An airline, Sky Pasada, has set up there and serves the Batanes Islands8.  There are plans to de-
velop other internal routes in the Philippines in the future. 

 

 

                                                 
6To learn more about the ‘WCC aeronautical & technological college ’, visit their website: 

http://www.wccaerotechcollege.edu.ph/ .  Their philosophy and values: ‘Integrity first.  Excellence in all we 
do.  Leadership in all our aspirations. »  D'abord l'intégrité.  L'excellence dans tout ce que nous faisons.  Le 
leadership dans toutes nos aspirations. 

7We went on to revisit this campus a bit later during our stay.  See below p.14. 
8See below point 4.5. 

http://www.wccaerotechcollege.edu.ph/
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4.3 Manaoag / Packaging centre, training centre, ‘couscous’ workshop 

Description 

Date Sunday 14/02/2016 

Activities Manaoag – Santo Nino church – local market – 
packaging centre – training centre - local ‘university’  
– couscous workshop 

Other relevant features Manaoag: up to 56,000 pilgrims every day – up to 5 
million every year 

Review of the visit 

Manaoag is a pilgrimage town which is located in the Pangasinan province.   It is famous for Our 
Lady of the Rosary, venerated in the sanctuary of Manaoag.   It is a very popular place of pilgrimage 
in the Philippines.   Filipinos are predominantly Catholic and have conserved a lively Christian faith.  
This place of pilgrimage was founded in 1605 by the Dominicans, the Augustinians having occupied 
the site before 1600.   According to historical accounts, the Virgin has appeared in this spot, calling 
out to request the building of a chapel (‘The Lady who calls ’).  She blessed the site and it subse-
quently became a place where miracles occurred.   The name of the site recalls this story since 
‘Manoag’ means ‘to call’. 

After this we visited the church of Binalonan, ‘Santo Nino’, which is in the process of being reno-
vated and designated. 
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Later in the day we visited the local sports facilities, in particular the ‘tennis centre’ and the gymna-
sium to continue our ‘tour’, and we also passed by the building which is used for the implementation 
of local ‘disaster plans’ and first aid.   It is used regularly, given the numerous typhoons which unfor-
tunately affect this part of the country.   

 

The visit to the municipality’s training centre allowed us to observe the reality of the other side of the 
project with Saint-Josse-ten-Noode9, the packaging centre: part of the building is effectively 
equipped with cold rooms which still require some electrical improvements to be completely opera-
tional (the municipality is currently looking for specialist electricians to undertake this work). The site 
is set up to be able to package fresh and dried fruits and vegetables as well as juices.   The finished 
products are intended to be sold to the market thanks to the mobile-store-transport of the producing 
villages or to be exported.   

The project is therefore on the right track to being successful. 

Furthermore, the Binalonan municipality gave us an insight into the spiritual guidance offered by the 
training centre: it considers that the current system is effective and allows the churches (Catholic  

                                                 
9Purchase of mobile stores. 
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and Evangelical) and the state to work together in harmony, which is important for the population.  

We also visited the ‘composter‘ which transforms the leftovers from the local market into compost 
through a clean and odourless system which inoculates micro-organisms. 

The visit to the market of Binalonan allowed us to make the various nec-
essary purchases to take part in the Couscous workshop which was or-
ganised in the afternoon with a group of ladies from Binalonan. 

Our final destination for the day was the local 
‘ University ’ on the premises where we took 
part in the ‘couscous’ workshop.  Although 
this university does not correspond to our in-
terpretation of a university in Europe.   It is in 
fact a school for 13 to 16 year olds in which 
students can follow training courses for the 

hotel/restaurant industry, management, business administration, IT, crim-
inology, foreign relations, midwifery, etc. 

Prior to this, we had also explored the local museum which highlights the 
life and works of several eminent local citizens (heroes) such as Manuel V. 
Moran, Evangelina Macaraeg-Macapagal, Carlos, S. Bulosan and Ramon J. 
Guico, Sr. 

The afternoon was spent taking part in the couscous workshop during which 
the ‘leading’ ladies of Binalonan attempted to prepare the dish for around 70 
people who came to taste it in the evening, much to everyone’s satisfaction.    

Zohra Othmani, an inhabitant of Saint-Josse-ten-Noode and member of the 
Advisory Committee for North-South Solidarity, led the workshop. 
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4.4  

4.5 Day of official activities 

Description 

Date Monday 15 February 2016 

Activities Flag ceremony – Official meeting with the Mayor, 
the municipal ‘Council’ - observation of a Council 
session – Discussion on the progress of our 
cooperation 

Other relevant features The political and administrative functioning of a 
municipality in the Philippines 

 

Review of the visit 

Monday was a day for more formal and official. 

Monday morning 

The day started with a Flag Ceremony: every Monday morning, the Mayor, 
the municipal council and all employees meet at 8.00am exactly at the ‘Mu-
nicipal Hall Ground’ to honour the national flag.  The priest made a speech.  
One or more employees are also honoured during the ceremony and con-
gratulated for their excellent work during the week.  The different speeches 
allowed us to observe the importance that the municipality attaches to ‘dis-
cipline’ at work. 

 
We were then received by the ‘Municipal Mayor’, Ramon V. Guico III, in his office.  He explained 
that the basic administrative organisation of the municipality was divided between three branches: 
the Mayor who implements the programme (executive), the ‘Municipal Vice Mayor’, Melicio Flores 
Patagay II, constitutes the ‘legislative’ aspect and presides over the ‘Council’ , in other words the 
legislative body of the municipality.  The municipality is autonomous in relation to the national gov-
ernment. 

He also explained that the municipalities are made up of ‘barangays’ which are the smallest admin-
istrative units in the Philippines.   The municipality of Binalonan includes 24 barangays organised in 
the same way (three branches) as the main municipality.   The political and administrative authori-
ties settle all specific problems encountered by the population, in particular marital problems, police 
issues, early childhood issues, etc.   

At least once a year, the barangays meet with the municipal council.   Each local council sends rep-
resentatives to the municipal council.   The ‘youth government’ also sends a representative. 
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Binalonan is a ‘first-class municipality’, the ‘classes’ referring to the budget level, $3,500,000 for 
Binalonan.  Their revenue includes local taxes.   40% to 45% of their revenue also comes from the 
local economy.  We learnt that the voluntary sector is also very active within the municipality. 

The Mayor appreciated the cooperation with Saint-Josse-ten-Noode enormously, even declaring it 
to be ‘providential’ for the municipality.   He shared his long-term vision with us: he would like to in-
volve farmers, women and the local government.  The next two years will be dedicated, in the con-
text of cooperation, to developing local products, marketing them and selling them. 

 

Saint-Josse-ten-Noode’s contribution enabled them to purchase 4 mobile-stores, offering local pro-
ducers an element of mobility which allows them to make their grown and processed products avail-
able at a local level, and these include sausages, vinegar and a whole range of other products. 

The municipality is not only focused on business but primarily wishes to improve quality of life for 
the local population.   It aims to involve civil society and the voluntary sector more and more in the 
long term.  From this perspective, the cooperation with Saint-Josse-ten-Noode has given it the op-
portunity to mobilise inhabitants and the voluntary sector in the issue of cooperation and to include 
an international dimension in the scope of its plans.    

The Mayor highlighted the fact that the context of decentralised cooperation enabled them not just 
to envisage projects from a financial angle, but also in terms of a knowledge exchange. 

We were invited to sample various local products which the municipality would like to commercial-
ise, in particular their succulent mangos and other treats made from rice. 

Alderman MrEric Jassin offered different flags to the municipality of Binalonan, in particular the Eu-
ropean, Belgian, Flemish, Brussels-Capital Region and Saint-Josse-ten-Noode flags. 

Following this, we took part in a session of the municipal council (‘Regular session of the Sanggu-
niang Bayan of Binalonan, Pangansinan’) during which each member of the Belgian delegation 
was introduced.  The Mayor gave an official speech and detailed the essence of our cooperation.   
Alderman Mr Jassin also gave a speech thanking the municipality. 

The municipal council proposed a resolution whereby Binalonan would officially recognise the 15 
February as ‘Friendship Day’ (Sangguniang Bayan Resolution No. 2016/47), symbolising the 
friendship which has grown through the cooperation between Binalonan and Saint-Josse-ten-
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Noode, and the gratitude of the municipality for this partnership.   The motion was unanimously ap-
proved by the council. 

 

 
The council proposed another resolution relating to the extension of our partnership, which aims to 
secure assistance for ‘constructing’ a municipal library. 

The Mayor introduced all the officials of the different departments of the municipality. 

Monday afternoon 

In the afternoon, the municipal council, the Mayor and the Saint-Josse-ten-Noode delegation con-
vened to take stock of the partnership between Saint-Josse-ten-Noode and Binalonan and envisage 
the future of our collaboration. 

The aim of the meeting more specifically was to review the ongoing projects with Saint-Josse-ten-
Noode and to envisage the continuation of the partnership and next visit. 

Ramon V. Guico III indicated Binalonan’s desire to commit itself and work intensely towards the 
achievement of the projects.    
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 Economic development through more mobile-stores 

It was clear that the municipality was looking for financial opportunities which will benefit the local 
treasury via the development of local business and, specifically, the development of local products 
such as the sausages, vinegar, chicken, dried fruits and vegetables produced by the farmers from 
the surrounding areas and sold through the ‘mobile-stores’.  He would like the municipality to be 
able to have up to 100 mobile-stores: the municipality would take care of fuel (1L for 35km) and 
maintenance.  They would be leased out to the population, which would require the implementation 
of a micro-credit system. 

 Create an activity centre with a central municipal library 

Another project is to set up a municipal library at university level for students.   To this end, the 
Saint-Josse-ten-Noode delegation proposed the organisation of a visit to a games library during Bi-
nalonan’s next visit to Belgium. 

The Mayor explained that various libraries exist in the barangays, but the municipality would like to 
install an activity centre more specifically, within two or three years, which would contain the central 
library. 
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However, the priority for the municipality remains economic development since children still go to 
school hungry.  The municipality wants to offer citizens the chance to earn a living and provide for 
their family.   

The Mayor likes to think that one day, a father will be able to say to his children that he supported 
his family and enabled his children to go to school thanks to a mobile-store!   It is a long-term project 
which will benefit the people of the region enormously. 

Furthermore, Saint-Josse offered to work with local associations and possibly to organise rallies in 
Belgium from which the proceeds would be sent to Binalonan: the year before, during the Gospel, 
all the proceeds from the sale of programmes were sent back to the Pangasinense Association of 
Belgium. 

In this sense, Binalonan has two main aims and requirements in the context of the cooperation: 
• Purchase more mobile-stores; 
• Develop an activity centre with a central library. 

In the late afternoon, we took part in a ‘mass wedding’, an official ceremony during which 85 cou-
ples are married before the municipal authorities.   In fact, many Filipinos are unable to afford a tra-
ditional wedding10 due to the high cost.  The Binalonan authorities organise a ‘mass wedding’ once 
a year in order to allow those who do not have the means to get married legally. 

In the evening, we visited the night market situated near the municipality building. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
10A traditional wedding costs more than 30,000 pesos (PHP), the equivalent of €550. 
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4.6 The Batanes Islands - Ecotourism 

Description 

Dates Tuesday and Wednesday 16 & 17 February 2016 

Activities Visit to the Batanes Islands – Ecotourism - 
Visit to the campus of the WCC Aeronautical & 
Tehnological College 
‘Binalonan song and dance contest’ 

Other relevant features The island is practically self-sufficient food-wise.   It 
was connected to the electricity network in 1999. 

Review of the visit 

Tuesday and Wednesday were spent visiting the Batanes Islands in ‘ecotourism’ mode. 

This archipelago of ten small islands is situated at the northernmost part of the Philippines, about 
190km south of Taiwan.  Only three of the islands are inhabited.  It is also the smallest and most 
northerly province of the Republic of the Philippines. 

We flew there from Binalonan on 
the Tuesday morning, with the do-
mestic airline ‘Sky Pasada’11.  This 
company works with a ‘hub and 
spoke ’system whereby different 
destinations are linked through 
one central hub, Binalonan, which 
is where the pilot school is also lo-
cated12. 

The Batanes Islands were rather 
different to what we had seen else-
where in the Philippines.  They 
were often compared to Ireland or 
were referred to as the ‘Scotland 
of the Philippines’: they are  

 
green, cold and windy. 

There is no mass hotel industry on these islands, 
partly because the inhabitants wish to preserve its 
beauty, so they mostly encourage short stays.   So 
we stayed in a guest house on the main island, 
‘ Batan ’13. 

We spent the afternoon and the next day experi-
encing ecotourism which is a form of sustainable 
tourism, based around the discovery of nature.  It is 
defined as ‘ responsible travel to natural areas that 
conserves the resources and well-being of the local 

                                                 
11See their website: http://www.skypasada.com/about.php 
12See above p.7 and below p. 14. 
13We stayed for one night at the ‘Dive Batanes Lodge’. 

http://www.skypasada.com/about.php
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people’14.  And this is exactly what we did dur-
ing these two days accompanied by a local 
guide.   

We visited some surprising areas both in terms 
of the landscapes and the ‘philosophy’ of the 
inhabitants.    

For example we visited a place which was a 
total surprise for us, the ‘Honesty Coffee 
Shop’,   founded in 1995.  The principle is as 
follows: it is a kind of ‘house-bar-souvenir 
shop’ where one can buy drinks, snacks, and 
small, locally-made souvenirs.   The house is 
open to everyone and that is what makes it so 
special: you will find the list of products you 

can buy, the price, and a big register where you write down what you took… and a box to put money 
in.  And yes, this box is not ‘monitored’ or ‘guarded’, the owners count on your honesty to pay what 
you need to!   It is even written on the wall “Be Honest, Even if others are not, Even if others will not, 
Even if others cannot”15. 

On the island of Batan, we also noticed that the inhabitants engage in works for the common good 
such as maintenance of the roadsides.    

We spent a while in a typical house on these islands which have retained their rugged nature, the 
‘Estrella house’, built from local stone with a thatched roof, and robust enough to withstand an 
earthquake of magnitude 8.3 in… September 1918!   The house is completely unchanged, apart 
from the roof which has been refitted since this time.  Like all the ‘Ivatan’ houses dating from the 
Spanish colonial times, the kitchen and toilets were built separately, a few steps from the main 
house.  

We visited the ‘Japanese tunnel’ or 
‘Dipnaysuhwan’ (Basco town), built 
during the time of the Japanese occu-
pation.   It served as a shelter for sol-
diers.   The tunnel had five doors, a 
series of rooms, an observation bun-
ker and a water reservoir.   We 
moved around in total darkness.   

 

                                                 
14Definition of The International Ecotourism Society (TIES) in 1991. 
15Traduction « Soyez honnête même si les autres ne le sont pas, même si les autres ne le veulent pas, même 

si les autres ne le peuvent pas ! » 
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We then headed for ‘Valugan Boulder Beach’, a beach strewn with enormous stones.  This natural 
peculiarity of the landscape formed around  

 

400 AD: the volcanic mountain Iraya, which can still be seen in the background, erupted and ejected 
andersite boulders16 around the northern part of Batan, now called Basco.  The Pacific wind did the 
rest by pushing waves against the boulders, eroding and polishing them over time.   The landscape 
here is breath-taking but also wild and stormy, which is ironic given that it is situated next to the ‘Pa-
cific’ ocean! 

Behind the beach we saw the ‘ Iraya ’ volcano, which is still active.  Its last eruption was probably in 
1454: we know some details nevertheless, specifically that its eruptions were exclusively explosive - 
there were no lava flows.   In 1998, a series of earthquakes occurred below the volcano. 

We continued our journey towards the town of Basco , where we visited the lighthouse. 

Finally, we came to a locality which the locals call ‘Marlboro Country’ in memory of the filming of a 
commercial for the brand of the same name in this area: it is a high place, rugged and green, which 
faces the sea and the volcano. 

We caught the flight back to Binalonan at 2.00pm. 

                                                 
16Andesite: a volcanic rock, typical of the volcanism in convergence zones. 
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In the late afternoon, we visited the campus of the ‘WCC aeronautical & technological college’ 
and more specifically the science laboratory, library, lecture halls and all their equipment, lounge, 
swimming pool and, finally, the state-of-the-art flight simulator which the high school had just ac-

quired: Alderman Mr Jassin tried his hand 
at being a pilot and ensured that the whole 
group safely arrived at the destination!   
The campus also houses sports fields (bas-
ketball, volleyball, etc.), a function room 
and a huge hangar large enough to accom-
modate the thirty or so tourist aeroplanes 
which are used for the practical training of 
the student pilots. 
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In the evening, we took part in the Binalonan ‘Town Fiesta 2016’ and in particular the ‘Binalonan 
Idol song and dance contest’.  It was a song and dance contest where children, teenagers and 
adults could all take part.   The Binalonan municipality provided the first prizes in each category and 
the Saint-Josse-ten-Noode municipality provided the fourth prizes, each with a value of 5,000 pesos 
(3 x €100). 

 

 

 

 

 

4.7 The Canarvacanan Barangay 

Description 

Date Thursday 18 February 2016 

Activities Canarvacanan Barangay – Binalonan Municipality – 
Pangasinan Province / Airshow / Meeting with the 
voluntary sector / Inauguration of the Mobile-Stores 

Other relevant features The Barangay Justice System or ‘Katarungang 
Pambarangay’ 

Review of the visit 

Thursday morning 
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As previously explained, the smallest administrative and territorial unit in the Philippines is the ‘Ba-
rangay’.  The Binalonan municipality has 24 of them.   On the Thursday, we visited the Canarva-
canan Barangay.  It was a chance for us to observe in practical terms how a Barangay functions by 
taking part in various assemblies. 

 

The specific problems which affect the life of citizens are discussed within the Barangay with the citi-
zens themselves and representatives of the voluntary sector, local businesses, etc. 

We were received by the office of the ‘Sangguniang Barangay’ and took part in a ‘session com-
posed of the Sangguniang Barangay of Canarvacanan, Binalonan, Pangasinan’.  It is a public 
assembly (Council) where the citizens are represented as well as different organisations and func-
tions of civil society.   The participants distinguish themselves by wearing different coloured t-shirts 
and polo shirts. 

 

That day, the question put to the Baran-
gay assembly concerned the ‘manage-
ment’ of refuse and the penalties (fines) 
which would be applied in the event of 
failure to respect the regulations, or in-
fringement of certain prohibitions.   The 
citizens of Barangay expressed their 
opinions orally and directly during the 
discussion of the ordinance.   It was 
adopted at the end of the session and 
sanctioned by one vote: it became the 
‘Ecological Solid Waste Management 
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Ordinance of Barangay Canarvacanan’17.   

The Barangay is also the place where a kind of direct democracy takes place: all citizens are di-
rectly consulted twice a year on the issues which affect their daily lives.    

It is also at the Barangay level that the ‘Barangay Justice System’ is carried out (or ‘Katarungang 
Pambarangay’)18.  It is, so to speak, a ‘first level of justice’ where members of the same community, 
the Barangay, can resolve their disputes amicably: the parties in dispute look for a solution which is 
acceptable for everyone, with assistance from respected members of the community (‘Lupon mem-
bers’) who act as intermediaries under the ‘presidency’ of the highest elected official of the Baran-
gay, the Punong Barangay.   

The Lupon and Punong carry out their functions within the community ex gratia. 

It is only in the event that the present parties do not manage to find a resolution and that the case 
can be brought before the courts after thirty days. 

This system of justice has its roots in the Philippine tradition which prefers that community members 
request the assistance of ‘elders’ or ‘tribal leaders’ to help resolve their disputes. 

In this way, each member of the Barangay can file a complaint before the Punong.  The procedure 
takes place in three stages: mediation, conciliation and arbitration.    

During the mediation, the Barangay Punong explains the mediation process, the aims and the 
rules. Each party formulates their perspective on the dispute.   If no settlement is found following the 
mediation, the parties can attempt a conciliation with the assistance of the respected members of 
the whole community who take on the role of conciliators or ‘Pangkat Tagapagkasundo’.   

During a conciliation, three members of the Pangkat are selected by the parties and explore the 
possibilities of amicable settlement, after having heard them out.   A settlement concluded during the 
conciliation has the same force and effect as a final judgement, similar to a judgement handed down 
by a court. 

Arbitration can take place at any point during the procedure as long as the parties commit in writing 
to respect the arbitration ruling of the Lupon or Pangkat. 

The resolution of the dispute can be completed by a transaction in the form of a fine.   If the ar-
rangement is not respected, the Barangay Punong will enforce the settlement by taking possession 
of the personal assets of the obligated party.   The proceeds from the sale of these assets will be 
used to settle the fine. 

The amicable settlement acquires the enforceability of a final judgement of the court 10 days after 
the transaction date. 

 

The different cases are filed in a register, the judgements are recorded and their enforcement is 
controlled. 

                                                 
17This ordinance is available in the appendix of the present report. 
18See Maricel VIGO, ‘Katarungang Pambarangay.  A handbook’, Philippines-Canada local Government sup-

port programme, 2004, 114 pages.  http://accessfacility.org/sites/default/files/Katarungang%20Pambarangay%20Hand-

book_0.pdf and http://www.accessfacility.org/barangay-justice-system-katarungang-pambarangay 

http://accessfacility.org/sites/default/files/Katarungang%20Pambarangay%20Handbook_0.pdf
http://accessfacility.org/sites/default/files/Katarungang%20Pambarangay%20Handbook_0.pdf
http://www.accessfacility.org/barangay-justice-system-katarungang-pambarangay
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Later on in the day, we were exceptionally invited to take part in a mediation between two ladies of 
the Barangay.   The case concerned a dog which had bitten the plaintiff.   She was worried that the 
dog had not been vaccinated against rabies.   If this were the case, the owner of the dog would be 
in breach of one of the ordinances of the Barangay.   In any event, the owner should have kept the 
dog confined if it was dangerous.   But was it actually the dog of the owner who was present who bit 
the lady?  If in doubt, conciliation takes place and the case can be concluded with a handshake and 
an embrace between the two parties, as well as the settlement of a financial indemnity. 

 

In the meantime we returned to the Binalonan aerodrome which had welcomed an American pilot, 
Sean Clarke, who was a specialist in aerial 
acrobatics19.  It was the occasion for many of 
the students at the flight school preparing 
themselves to fly planes to watch a film on 
the subject but also to ask the guest some 
questions.   The aerial acrobatics taught us a 
huge amount about the handling of an aero-
plane: “In this discipline, altitude is the most 
dangerous aspect but it is also the pilot’s 
friend if he is performing aerobatics or com-
petitive flights,” Sean Clarke explained.  The 
audience asked about the aerobatic manœu-
vres (humpty-bump, hammerhead, snap, 
etc.) and then took part in a demonstration 
which lasted about an hour:  Sean Clarke pi-

loted a Cessna aircraft manufactured by ‘American Champion Aircraft’. 

                                                 
19See http://camiguinaviation.com/  - Numerous films are available on the website of ‘Camiguin Aviation’. 

http://camiguinaviation.com/
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Thursday afternoon 

In the afternoon, we met with representatives of the voluntary sector of the 24 barangays of Binalo-
nan: associations of farmers, families, teachers, etc. After the customary presentations, we heard 
the different associations20 and asked them questions.   

We learnt about their different activities.   Some of them are very resourceful, such as the farmer’s 
association which produces rice and maize-based products and sells them on public transport (bus, 
jeepneys, etc.). 

 

 
In the same vein, the Mayor indicated that the commercialisation of locally-made products was one 
of their current priorities: the aim is to multiply the opportunities for selling.   The farmers are also at 

                                                 
20A list of the associations we met are in the appendix. 
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the mercy of meteorological problems: an entire harvest can be wiped out in a few hours if a ty-
phoon strikes the region just before harvesting.   

The associations are looking for micro-financing and support for their projects in order to improve 
them. 

Saint-Josse-ten-Noode offered to collect the finan-
cial resources through different activities in Belgium 
which would be organised by the Advisory Commit-
tee for North-South Solidarity in partnership with 
the Saint-Josse-ten-Noode municipality.   The 
Saint-Josse-ten-Noode municipality therefore of-
fered to draft a call for projects which would be ap-
proved by the Binalonan municipality and distrib-

uted to all the associations of the municipality.  
These associations will be able to respond and 
the projects will be selected by the Binalonan 
authorities, the Advisory Committee for North-
South Solidarity and the Saint-Josse-ten-
Noode municipality.  

We spent the rest of the afternoon taking part 
in a ‘Street Dancing Competition’ with the chil-
dren from the different schools of the munici-
pality.   

 

 

Thursday evening 

On the Thursday evening, a gala evening was organised: the mobile-stores were officially inaugu-
rated and blessed.   The Mayor, the Rt. Hon. Ramon V. Guico III, Alderman Mr Jassin, the Presi-
dent of the Council,  Melicio Flores Patague II and Advisor and Deputy Head of the Belgian mis-
sion to the Philippines, Mr Xavier Leblanc, each gave a speech21.   

All the Barangays, the representatives of the associations and the entire municipal council were pre-
sent, as well as the Advisor Mr Xavier Leblanc. Dances were performed all throughout the evening, 
and there was an official ball. 

                                                 
21See the speech of Alderman Mr Jassin in the appendix. 
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Our entire delegation also made a contribution as we were invited to perform in public: we chose to 
sing the Belgian national anthem and ‘la Vie en Rose’ by Edith Piaf. 
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4.8 Pangasinan Province, Lingayen – San Roque Dam 

Description 

Date Friday 19 February 2016 

Activities Lingayen, Pangansinan: Provincial Capitol Building 
– Urduja House / San Roque Dam / End of the visit 
to Binalonan 

Other relevant features ‘Coastal tourism’ – Electric industry 

Review of the visit 

Friday morning 

On Friday, we went to Lingayen, to the west of 
Binalonan, on the coast, between the Gulf of the 
same name and the South China Sea.   It is the 
capital of the Pangasinan province and there we 
found the residence and office of the Governor 
of the province22, the Rt. Hon. Amado T. Es-
pino Jr.  Necie Lucero, who is the secretary 
general of the ‘Confederation of Democratic 
Workers of the Philippines’ (CDWP), accom-
panied us on our visit to the Governor, and intro-
duced each member of the delegation. 

Pangasinan province is situated in the north-
west of the Philippines.   It includes 6 districts 

and 44 municipalities.  An essentially agricultural province, it produces mangos which are said to be 
the sweetest in the world, has a fishing industry and breeds livestock including the famous ‘horned 
cattle’.  It is also a region undergoing rapid tourism development.  The province describes itself as 
‘The best place to invest, work, live and raise a family’23.  Their slogan: ‘To make Pangasinan the 
number 1!.’  

 
The provincial budget has been increased.   The provincial organisation is certified ISO 9001.  We 
watched a presentation on the province and its best practice, notably in the fields of local manage-
ment and in programmes to reduce poverty.   The province also has 14 provincial hospitals and has 
developed a health insurance system. 

On an environmental level, the Pangasinan province is famous for its mangroves. 

                                                 
22See http://pangasinan.gov.ph/ 
23Traduction : « le meilleur endroit pour investir, travailler, vivre et fonder une famille ». 

http://pangasinan.gov.ph/
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The mangrove forests are essential habitats for the incubation of marine species (fish and crusta-
ceans), for the nesting of migratory birds, for insects and also for the protection of the coastline.    
They also serve as a barrier along the coast during storms and typhoons.  They allow the effects of 
climate change to be mitigated and are a source of livelihood for aqua- and sylviculture, the produc-
tion of vinegar, tourism, etc.    

The mangrove forests have deteriorated over the last 40 years to the extent that they are now only 
half the size: this is due to tree cutting, natural deterioration due to typhoons, sedimentation, exces-
sive algae growth, etc.    

They are therefore now subject to a programme of reforestation by the Pangasinan province.   The 
province also organises clean-up operations in the rivers and their banks. 

We visited the ‘ Pangasinan Provincial Capitol Building ’ including the Governor’s office, the 
Council hall, rooms, etc. It is a neo-classical style building inaugurated in 1918 and rebuilt in 1949 
after having been seriously damaged during the Second World War, following American bombing in 
the Gulf of Lingayen.   At the time, the Philippines were occupied by Japanese troops: the Ameri-
cans intervened to liberate the country.   It is one of the architectural treasures of the country. 

The visit continued in the official residence of the Governor which was just opposite the Capitol.   
This building, called ‘Urduja House ’ in honour of the princess of the same name, was built in 1953.   

We were able to admire a painting by the painter Antonio Gonzales Dumlao (1912-1983) repre-
senting Princess Urduja.  This legendary warrior, kind of Amazonian, is a heroine for the inhabit-
ants of the entire province.    

History relates that it was a woman who lived during the 14th century, the sovereign of the dynastic 
kingdom of Tawalesi in Pangasinan.    

We also went to the Sison Auditorium in Lingayen.  Also in the neo-classical style, it was built from 
1926 to 1927 and was renovated under the supervision of the current Governor.   Following major 
restoration work in 2010, it became the Cultural Centre for the Region of Ilocos: conventions, shows 
and other events are organised there.   

Friday afternoon 

San Roque Dam24 

The San Roque dam, situated in Pangasinan province (on the Isle of Luzon), is a compacted em-
bankment dam (40 million m3), the largest in the Philippines and the 16th largest in the world.  With a 
total surface area of 12.8 square kilometres, it is situated on the river Agno and extends north-
wards. 

The river Agno is the third largest river 
in the Philippines.  221 kilometres long, it 
has a drainage basin on the project site 
which is 1.225 square kilometres in total.   
Its source is in the mountains of the Cor-
dillera, to the north, from where it irri-
gates the flat central plains of Luzon 
(more than 34,000 hectares) continuing 
to the west, through the provinces of 
Pangasinan and Tarlac, before flowing 
into the Gulf of Lingayen.   

This work of art, like all dams, is con-
structed over the breadth of the river and 

                                                 
24See SRPC Philippines, San Roque Multipurpose Project, Information brochure.   

      Official internet site  http://sanroquepower.ph/.  A film presenting the whole project is available. 

      See also:   http://www.napocor.gov.ph/NPCDams/index.php/our-dams/san-roque-dam --  https://en.wikipe-

dia.org/wiki/San_Roque_Dam_%28Philippines%29  -  http://electroind.com/pdf/Case_Studies/SanRoqueCaseStudy1.pdf 

http://sanroquepower.ph/
http://www.napocor.gov.ph/NPCDams/index.php/our-dams/san-roque-dam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Roque_Dam_%28Philippines%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Roque_Dam_%28Philippines%29
http://electroind.com/pdf/Case_Studies/SanRoqueCaseStudy1.pdf
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is intended to regulate its flow – especially during the rainy season – and to store water to keep 
floods in check.   During each rainy season, the run-off is stored (120 million m3) via water turbines 
which are used to produce hydroelectric energy and irrigate crops, which is very advantageous for 
agriculture.    

It also serves to improve the quality of the water by retaining the sediment which is carried down by 
the run-off water during typhoons, as well as residue produced by unregulated small-scale mining 
activities upstream.   

Its reservoir has an active storage capacity of 525 million m3 and supplies the hydroelectric power 
station.  The San Roque Hydro Electric Power Plant (SRHEPP) produces around 1,000 
GWH/year (for a total capacity of 411 MW). 

The project is essentially a social one.  Their slogan, ‘ The power to energize lives’25, encapsulates 
this philosophy.  It improves the lives of thousands of Filipinos in 16 towns situated in the province of 
Pangasinan, specifically those who had to be relocated during construction of the project.   

Friday evening 

On the Friday evening, we met the Mayor again for a meeting to end the mission.   Alderman Mr 
Jassin received a flag of Binalonan.    

 

We were then invited again to the Binalonan Town Fiesta 2016, which was dedicated to education 
on that particular evening.    

                                                 
25Traduction : « le pouvoir de dynamiser la/les vie/s ». 
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5 
5 End of the mission to the Philippines - Bangkok 

5.1 Manila – Bangkok, Thailand 

Description 

Date Saturday and Sunday 20 & 21 February 2016 

Activities Departure from Binalonan – Visit to the projects of 
the Pangasinense Association of Belgium – Return 
to Manila – Departure for Bangkok, Thailand – 
Official dinner with the Belgian embassy in 
Bangkok. 

Other relevant features  

Review of the visit 

Saturday 

On the Saturday, it was already time to say goodbye to our hosts.   We left them with a sense of 
gratitude and emotion.  

On the journey back, we visited differ-
ent projects implemented by the ‘Pan-
gasinense Association of Belgium’ 
whose main mission is as a fund-raiser 
for the benefit of victims of natural dis-
asters as well as providing ad hoc as-
sistance such as the construction of 
bus shelters (which we visited), village 
roads, or school equipment.   It is the 
association which benefited from the 
fund-raiser organised by the Saint-
Josse-ten-Noode municipality during 
the Gospel concert.  

We were also received by the President of the 
Association, Mr Nilo Gapasin, who is residing 
in the Philippines for the time being. 

After a journey of six hours, we arrived back at 
Manila where we stayed again for one night. 

Sunday 

On the Sunday, we travelled to Manila airport to 
catch the flight to Bangkok, in Thailand, where 
we had to stop to catch our corresponding flight 
back to Belgium. 

We stayed in the ‘Baan Pathumwan’ district. 

In the evening, the Belgian delegation organised a ‘Belgian Dinner’.  The invited guests included the 
Vice-Consul of the Belgian embassy in Bangkok, Mr Laurent Frédérickx.   
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5.2 Belgian embassy in Bangkok – Jim Thompson’s house 

Description 

Date Monday 22 February 2016 

Activities Visit to the Belgian embassy in Bangkok – Jim 
Thompson’s house – Return to Belgium 

Other relevant features Functioning of the Belgian representations abroad – 
Silk industry 

Review of the visit 

Monday morning 

On the Monday morning, which was a bank holiday in Thailand, and in stifling 
heat, we visited the Belgian embassy in Bangkok26 where we were received by 
the Premier Advisor, Mr 
Nicolas Nihon and the 
Vice-Consul, Mr Lau-
rent Frédérickx. 

They showed us around 
the premises and we 
were warmly received.   

They explained the different Belgian diplo-
matic relations in South-East Asia as well 
as the functioning of an embassy.  

In South-East Asia, Belgium has an em-
bassy in Thailand, in Bangkok, as well as 
three other representations under the 
guise of Honorary consulates: one at Lam-
pang (Myanmar, or Birma), one at Phnom 
Penh (Cambodia) and one at Vientiane 
(Laos).    

Embassies, general consulates and honorary consulates27 

The FPS Foreign Affairs has a network of six types of Belgian representations, more or less all 
around the world: embassies, general and career consulates, honorary consulates, permanent rep-
resentations28 and offices for development cooperation.    

Ambassadors represent the King in the host country. 

The embassies are situated in the capitals of the countries where they exercise their jurisdiction.   
They maintain diplomatic competence by ensuring political and diplomatic links between Belgium 
and the host country but also administrative links via their public service function for Belgians 
abroad, 29 and economic links. 

                                                 
26See http://countries.diplomatie.belgium.be/fr/thailande/ 
27See especially http://www.belgium.be/fr/la_belgique/la_belgique_internationale/la_belgique_dans_le_monde/ambassades_et_con-

sulats    -     http://countries.diplomatie.belgium.be/fr/thailande/     -     http://countries.diplomatie.belgium.be/fr/philippines/ 
28Permanent representations with international institutions such as the UN, NATO, UNESCO, etc. 
29The administrative competences of embassies: civil status (issuing of death certificates, laisser-passer for a 

corpse, repatriation of a corpse, etc.), legalisation competence, notarial competence, assistance to Bel-
gians in distress (in cases of crisis, accident, disappearance, natural disaster, etc.), issuing of visas for 
non-Belgian nationals.   In terms of tourism, there are 100,000 Belgian arrivals/departures to and from 
Thailand every year.  In the event of natural disaster, if more than 7 Belgians are involved, the Crisis Cen-
tre is activated in Belgium by telephone.  Every embassy also has an ‘Emergency plan’. 

http://countries.diplomatie.belgium.be/fr/thailande/
http://www.belgium.be/fr/la_belgique/la_belgique_internationale/la_belgique_dans_le_monde/ambassades_et_consulats
http://www.belgium.be/fr/la_belgique/la_belgique_internationale/la_belgique_dans_le_monde/ambassades_et_consulats
http://countries.diplomatie.belgium.be/fr/thailande/
http://countries.diplomatie.belgium.be/fr/philippines/
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Diplomatic relations between States, the immunity of diplomatic staff and the inviolability of embas-
sies are defined in the ‘Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations’ of 1961.   This was completed in 
1963 by the ‘Vienna Convention on Consular Relations’. 

The general consulates do not have any political competence in general: they ‘manage’ the Bel-
gian community in the jurisdiction and are naturally more numerous in countries where this commu-
nity is substantial.   They provide assistance to Belgians in a broad sense, more specifically in the 
event of accidents or arrest in the host country30.   

The honorary consulates have more limited competences than those of the embassies or general 
consulates.  The honorary consuls are generally recruited from the local population31 and selected 
for their privileged relationships with the latter, with both political and economic power.  They rarely 
have Belgian nationality and do not always speak the national languages.   They perform their du-
ties ex gratia. 

Diplomatic relations in South East Asia 

A constitutional monarchy reigns in Thailand.  The king is not only very old but he is also the long-
est serving monarch in the world. He ascended the throne at the same time as King Baudouin.    

Economic growth in Thailand is between 2% and 3% per year.  Thailand broke all tourism records 
in 2014 with 39 million tourists!   Tourism represents 10% of GDP. 

At the Belgian embassy in Bangkok, the regional attachés conduct ‘Business to Business’ and look 
for opportunities for Belgian investors. 

Flanders would like to develop relations with Myanmar32 (Birma) and is currently looking for an hon-
orary Consul.   

The development cooperation is a real challenge for the whole South East Asian region.  There 
are a few Belgian NGOs in Laos and Cambodia.  The funds invested in cooperation are only small: 
the allocated budget33 essentially serves to carry out ‘peace-building’ initiatives and ‘preventive di-
plomacy’.    

Belgium is currently developing relations with Myanmar for this purpose34.  Until 2010, before the 
establishment of the military dictatorship, the country enjoyed buoyant growth.   The military holds 
25% of the seats in the Parliament and retains two important ministries, that of Defence and the In-
terior.  Since 201235, the action of the Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung San Suu Kyi, has become 
much more important.  During the elections of 2015, her party obtained an absolute majority in the 
Parliament.  Today, the country is opening up and offers interesting opportunities for exporters with 
its economic growth of 8% per year. 

The political reporting constitutes the most important part of the work of the Belgian embassy. 

 Culture represents the last field of action of Belgian diplomacy, essentially through the promotion of 
Belgian artists, but the scope of intervention is rather limited since there is no representation of the 
Communities in Thailand. 

                                                 
30Currently, 9 people are imprisoned under the jurisdiction which includes Thailand, Laos, Cambodia and My-

anmar.   Arrests may take place if someone has overstayed their entry visa for example, or for crimes and 
offences (forgery, illegal exercise of certain functions, paedophilia, drugs, assassination attempts, etc.).  In 
these cases, the embassy will ask the imprisoned person if they would like the assistance of the embassy 
to notify their family, check on their conditions of detention, provide a lawyer, guarantee the right to a de-
fence during the process, etc. 

31It is often business leaders or relay persons who have a local network of important relations. 
32The honorary consulate is vacant in Myanmar at the moment. 
33It amounts to 5 million euros per year for the whole world, which isn’t much. 
34The peace-building activities include supporting the free press, developing the capacity of a State in which 

administration has crumbled, through technical assistance and by involving the militias in the process. 
35Aung San Suu Kyi was elected in 2012 and obtained her first official mandate as a deputy.  Her party is the 

‘National League for Democracy’ (NLD).  She is an iconic figure for non-violent opposition to the military 
dictatorship in her country. 
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Monday afternoon 

In the afternoon, we visited Jim Thompson’s house in the ‘Baan Pathumwan’ district in Bangkok.   

This house, famous for its traditional Thai architecture, was built in the 1950s by Jim Thompson, an 
American businessman and adventurer.    

Its excellent preserved state makes it a rarity. 

Born at the beginning of the last century, Jim Thompson enlisted in the U.S Army in 1941 and dis-
covered Thailand during the Second World War.  After the war, he injected new life into the former 
Thai silk industry, which was then in decline, so much so that by the 1960s, the ‘Thai Silk Com-
pany’ employed 2,000 weavers.  His other passion was collecting Asian artwork: his house in 
Bangkok was intended to serve as repository for all the marvellous artefacts which he had accumu-
lated over the years.   He disappeared mysteriously in 1967. 

Monday evening 

On the Monday evening, the Belgian delegation caught the plane back to Belgium. 

 

 

6 
 

6 Conclusion 

Our mission to the Philippines was intensive, rewarding and productive since our hosts wanted us to 
discover their municipality, their region and their country. 
 
We got to know our partner, Binalonan, its inhabitants, its institutions, its associations and its 
political and administrative leaders.  Our meetings were on a very human level and were full of 
empathy. 
 
The entire delegation could verify the very significant progress of the projects which Binalonan and 
Saint-Josse-ten-Noode jointly undertake in the Philippines and were reassured that they were on 
the right track for achieving them.  The first stage of our cooperation programme, which will continue 
for five years, has been achieved, but other challenges in terms of providing mobile-stores or 
training still need to be met.  But we are confident in the abilities of our partners to overcome these 
challenges. 
 
For most of us, we discovered a country in full development which we didn’t know existed, blessed 
with immense natural and cultural resources, open to others and the rest of the world.   
 
We met inventive, hard-working people who were bustling with a rare willingness, courage and 
enthusiasm.  It was probably the meetings with the people of the Philippines which most touched us, 
inspired us and made us cry. Brassaï, the journalist and photographer, once said “We sometimes 
wonder if life has a purpose… and then we meet people who give a purpose to life.” This was one of 
the things we learned from our mission. 
 
As we mentioned in the conclusion of our report in 2015, this project is rewarding for both sides: for 
Binalonan who benefits from our expertise in the context of a programme which it chose according 
to its needs ; as for Saint-Josse-ten-Noode, our municipality takes the same view as Mahatma 
Gandhi “Be the change that you want to see in the world ”. This is why we are mobilising, taking 
action, and getting informed because the essence of our initiative is to forge a better world based on 
the equitable sharing of wealth between the North and South. 
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7 
 

7 Appendices 

7.1 Visit programme 
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7.2 People we met: 

Mr Ramon V. Guico III, Municipal Mayor of Binalonan 

Mrs Élisabeth Aquino, Municipal Planning and Development Coordinator. 

Mr Amado T. Espino Jr., Governor of Pangasinan province, the Philippines 

Mr Laurent Frédérickx, Vice-Consul at the Belgian embassy in Bangkok (Thailand). 

Mrs Delphina Gacula, Professor at the WCC Aeronautical & Technological College. 

Mr Nilo Gapasin, President of the Pangasinense Association of Belgium. 

Mr Xavier Leblanc, Advisor and Deputy Head of the Belgian mission to the Philippines, 

Mrs Necie Lucero. Secretary General of the Confederation of Democratic Workers of the Philip-
pines (CDWP). 

Mr Nicolas Nihon Premier Advisor at the Belgian embassy in Bangkok (Thailand) 

Mr Melicio Flores Patagay I, Municipal Vice Mayor of Binalonan 

Mr Norman V. Ramos, Municipal Local Government Operations Officer. 

Mr Alberto M. Espiritu, Municipal Advisor at Binalonan 

Mrs Josephine D. Caburnay, Municipal Advisor at Binalonan 

Mr Carl Joseph A. Patawaran, Municipal Advisor at Binalonan 

Mr Noel Apolinario O. Bautista, Municipal Advisor at Binalonan 

Mr Ryan G. Gotoc, Municipal Advisor at Binalonan 

Mr Bonifaction G. Calip, Municipal Advisor at Binalonan 

Mr Cesar A. Tomeldan, Municipal Advisor at Binalonan 
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7.3 Binalonan Identity Card, Pangansinan, Philippines36 

 
Pangansinan province 

Political and administrative data 

Official name: Binalonan, Republic of the Philippines 

Mayor : Ramon V. Guico III 

Deputy Mayor: Melicio Flores Patague II 

Province: Pangasinan 

District: 5th district of the Pangasinan province 

Classification: 1st class municipality – partially urbanised 

Founded: 1872 

Number of Barangays: 24   

• Balangobong 
• Bued 
• Bugayong 
• Camangaan 
• Canarvacanan 
• Capas 
• Cili 
• Dumayat 
• Linmansangan 
• Mangcasuy 
• Moreno 
• Pasileng Norte 
• Pasileng Sur 
• Poblacion 
• San Felipe Central 

                                                 
36  Source: France-diplomatie - 2013 
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• San Felipe Sur 
• San Pablo 
• Santa Catalina 
• Santa Maria Norte 
• Santiago 
• Santo Niño 
• Sumabnit 
• Tabuyoc 
• Vacante 

Geographic and demographic data 

Region: Ilocos 

Situation:  59 km from Lingayen (capital of the Pangasinan province) and 200 km from Manila 

Area: 47.57 km2 

Agricultural area: 8,400 hectares (84 km) 

Timezone: GMT +8 

Population: 52,832 inhabitants (2010) 

Density: 1,100 inhabitants/km2 

 

Website: http://www.binalonan.gov.ph/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.binalonan.gov.ph/
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7.4 Cooperation protocol with the Philippines 
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7.5 ‘Ecological Solid Waste management Ordinance of Barangay 
Canarvacanan’ 
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7.6 Speech of Alderman Mr Eric Jassin for the inauguration of the 
mobile-stores 
 
 

“Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

First of all, I would like to thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak on the occasion of 

Culture Night. 

 

In April 2015, I led a fact-finding mission on behalf of the Saint-Josse-ten-Noode municipality so 

that our municipality could develop an international partnership with a municipality in the 

Philippines. Ten months later, we are present among you to strengthen the links between our two 

municipalities. This partnership was made possible thanks to one man: Mr Ramon Guico. His team, 

the ladies and gentlemen of this amazing Binalonan. 

 

Today, Saint-Josse comprises 140 different nationalities in 1km2. We are at the heart of Brussels, the 

Capital of Europe. Our municipality decided to extend its borders. We have agreements with 2 

Moroccan towns, a town in Turkey, Binalonan in the Philippines, and tomorrow Jerusalem.   

Thank you for allowing our municipality to make our international projects a reality. 

 

Thank you Mayor Ramon Guico. 

Thank you Advisor Mr Leblanc. 

Thank you Vice President, Mr Melicio Patague. 

Thank you members of the Council. 

Thank you, inhabitants of Binalonan. 

 

Here, we are building relations between people. 

Here, we are building peace between people. 

Here, we are proud to say to you: Thank you !”
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